
Filing Status

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This lesson helps preparers select the most beneficial filing status allowed for taxpayers, a critical component of completing the return.



About Filing Status

• TaxSlayer: Basic Information section, Filing Status and Exemptions

• Additional resources listed in L&LT “References” tab 

• Review all tips and cautions 

• Read all examples and sample interviews

• We will review answers to 
each exercise in the lesson
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Review TaxSlayer demo: Basic Information section 	
List the five filing statuses
Review list of references 	
Discuss all tips and cautions in detail 
Ask students to read and/or role-play examples and sample interviews. 
Review answers to each exercise; ask students how they arrived at their answers. 	



Objectives – Filing Status

• Determine the most beneficial filing status allowed for the taxpayer

• Time Required: 30 minutes
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Review lesson objective	
State the presentation time



Topics

• The five filing statuses 

• Requirements for each filing status
• Single
• Married Filing Jointly
• Married Filing Separately
• Head of Household
• Qualifying Surviving Spouse

• How to determine filing status
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Key Terms

Definitions are always available in the L&LT online Glossary.

• Dependent

• Head of Household Filing Status

• Married Filing Jointly

• Married Filing Separately

• Qualifying Surviving Spouse

• Single Filing Status
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Dependent: An individual who may be claimed as a dependent on another person’s tax return; that is, someone who meets all applicable dependency tests.
Head of Household Filing Status: This filing status is generally for unmarried taxpayers who paid more than half the cost of keeping up a home for a qualified dependent relative during the tax year.
Married Filing Jointly: Filing status for taxpayers who are married to each other or live together in a common law marriage and combine their income and deductions on the same tax return. Taxpayers who are separated but not divorced; and to taxpayers whose spouse died during the tax year and has not remarried, as long as one tax return is used for both individuals.
Married Filing Separately: Filing status for taxpayers who are married to each other or live together in a common law marriage and report their own incomes and deductions on separate returns. 
Qualifying Widow(er) with Dependent Child: Filing status is for widow or widower with one or more dependent children.
Single Filing Status: Filing status that applies to a taxpayer who (1) has never married, or (2) is legally separated or divorced. 



The Five Filing Statuses

• Skill Check on the Filing Status landing page  – check your 
understanding of the filing statuses 

• Find relevant taxpayer information on Form 13614-C, Page 1

• Filing status impacts:
• Calculation of income tax
• Amount of the standard deduction
• Allowance or limitation of certain credits and deductions

• Pub 4012, Filing Status tab, Filing Status - Decision Tree

• Pub 17, provides details
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Presentation Notes
Prompt students to share what they know about filing statuses, using the student landing page questions.
Ask students which filing statuses they have used in the past. Would their taxes be higher or lower if they could use one of the other filing statuses?


https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4012.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p17.pdf


Single

• On the last day of the year:
• Not married
• Legally separated or divorced, or
• Widowed before first day of tax year, not remarried within the year

• May qualify for more beneficial tax status

• Pub 4012, Filing Status tab, 
Filing Status Decision Tree
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Review: Pub 4491 Single Taxpayer topic

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4012.pdf


Married Filing Jointly

• This filing status generally the most beneficial

• One return is filed covering both spouses

• On the last day of the year:
• Married and live together
• Live apart but not legally separated or divorced
• Live together in recognized common law marriage
• Did not remarry after their spouse died during the year

• Pub 4012, Filing Status tab, Filing Status Decision Tree
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Review Pub 4491 topic for Married Filing Jointly taxpayers. 
Review FAQs: Status applies even if one spouse had no income or deductions; this status generally provides lower combined tax for two taxpayers.
Ask: Under what circumstance can someone not be legally married on the last day of the year, but still be considered to be married for tax purposes? Answer: If the person’s spouse died during the year and the person did not remarry that same year.

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4012.pdf


Married Filing Separately

• Each spouse files an individual return claiming their own income and 
exemptions

• Taxes are generally higher for this status
• Some credits unavailable, some reduced

9Filing Status

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Review Pub 4491 topic for Married Filing Separately taxpayers.



Married Filing Separately

• Some taxpayers file separately to avoid potential refund offset due to 
spouse’s outstanding debts
• Suggest Form 8379, Injured Spouse Allocation

• For the complete list of special rules, 
see Pub 17
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Review Pub 4491 topic for Married Filing Separately taxpayers.
Ask students to find information about Form 8379, Injured Spouse Allocation, using the index in Pub 17.
Review IRS FAQ, Can I file an Injured Spouse Claim? 

http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p17.pdf


Head of Household

• Analysis of living situation is critical

• A taxpayer may qualify if he or she:
• Is unmarried or “considered unmarried” on last day of tax year, and 
• Paid more than 50% cost of keeping up a home for the required 

period of time, and
• Had a qualifying person living with them more than half the year 

(except for temporary absences)

• Qualifying person:
• Can be child, parent, or other relative
• See Pub 4012, Filing Status tab, Who is a Qualifying Person…
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Review Pub 4491 topic for Head of Household
Explain that if the spouse is temporarily away but is expected to return home, the taxpayer is probably not considered unmarried. 
Point out that college students who attend school in another area often qualify as living in the home.
Point out that dependent parents are not required to live with the taxpayer.
Demonstrate how to use the Filing Status Decision Tree in Pub 4012.

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4012.pdf


“Considered Unmarried” for Head of Household

• Some married taxpayers may be “considered unmarried” for filing 
Head of Household if they:
• File a return separate from their spouse
• Paid more than 50% cost of keeping up their home
• Lived apart from their spouse during the entire last six months of the 

tax year
• Provided the main home for more than half the year of a qualifying 

child, stepchild, or authorized foster child
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Review Pub 4491 topic for Married and Living Apart with Dependent Child
Explain dependent qualifications will be covered in the Dependency Exemptions lesson and an exception may apply if the noncustodial parent claims the child’s exemption
Point out a spouse is considered to have lived in the home even if temporarily absent due to special circumstances, such as military service or education.
Point out that college students who attend school in another area often qualify as living in the home.
Review the Filing Status Decision Tree in Pub 4012.







Single or Head of Household?

• A taxpayer may qualify for Head of Household status if the spouse is a 
nonresident alien

• Interactive Tax Assistant: What is My Filing Status?
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Review Pub 4491 topic for Single or Head of Household?
Inform students the Unique Filing Status and Exemption Situations lesson provides details
Demonstrate the Interactive Tax Assistant aid for filing status determination 

https://www.irs.gov/help/ita/what-is-my-filing-status


Qualifying Surviving Spouse

• As beneficial as Married Filing Jointly 

• Available for only two years following the year of spouse’s death 
(if surviving spouse does not remarry)

• Taxpayer would use Married Filing Jointly or Married Filing Separately in 
the year of spouse’s death (if not remarried)

• Dependency qualifications apply to child (See Pub 4012 for rules)
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Review Pub 4491 topic for Qualifying Widow(er). 
Point out the taxpayer may be able to file as Qualifying Widow(er) for the two years following the spouse’s year of death.



Summary

• There are five filing statuses: Single, Married Filing Jointly, Married 
Filing Separately, Head of Household, and Qualifying Surviving Spouse

• Filing status selection can impact the amount of tax, credits, and 
deductions

• Choose the filing status that results in the lowest tax
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Review Summary topics from 4491



Out of Scope for this Lesson:

• A spouse who may be relieved of joint liability (Innocent Spouse)

• Depending on your tax assistance program, community property tax 
laws for Married Filing Separately taxpayers

• Taxpayers who are not certain they are in a common law marriage 
(rules are complex and differ from state to state)
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Remind student this list may not include ALL out of scope topics.
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